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Travel. See. Learn.
Exchange Visit. 2017
"It was an inspiring exchange
visit to Burkina Faso and Togo"

Malick, Senegal
Malick Ba, Executive Secretary of Symbiose, a local organization to support community
development in charge of assisting local authorities in the elaboration and implementation
of local development policies, created by the natives of the central zone of Senegal, in the
department of Nioro du Rip, who have experience in supporting grassroots development.

The problem encountered in Symbiose's intervention area is the excessive use of chemical
fertilizers and inputs in the agricultural fields for the production of cereals and vegetables
by the population. This use of chemical fertilizers is not good for the soil and not good for
the health of the farmers. As Symbiose is working to promote sustainable agriculture, the
technical team wants to support and accompany the population in finding other ways of
cultivating. The team is therefore looking for approaches that are easily accessible and
applicable in this sense.
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The exchange visit on the theme of agroecology in Burkina Faso and Togo through
KNOWHOW3000 was organized by the HORIZONT3000 Senegal office and took place in
November 2017. The project managers of the partner organizations in Senegal as well as
the HORIZONT3000 team in Dakar had the opportunity to visit 5 organizations working in
the field of agroecology.

Implement. Try. Sucess. 2020-2021

After seeing
the results and approaches of the organizations in Togo and Burkina Faso an idea for a
pilot project in agroecology was developed by SYMBIOSE. This project has been realized
and is currently in its second phase (2021-2022). Through the field schools, the animations
emphasize the objectives of action research in terms of learning by observation but also
critical knowledge of the problems of agriculture in general and the solutions that
agroecology can provide, especially in terms of soil degradation and fertilization.

Today
entire communities are committed to creation of biological corridors, assisted natural
regeneration, Zai, conservation farming, and compost production, all of which have a
positive impact on the environment.

